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LETTER TO MRS. ELTON NEWMAN

24. Version Date:  Friday, January 24, 2020

VERSION HISTORY

Version
Number Date Change
2.0 1/24/2020 e Recreated entire description document to implement latest

description template.
e Updated all file names to yyy-mm-dd naming convention.
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EDITOR’S DESCRIPTION/NARRATIVE

This artifact is a letter from Harry William Manchester to his sister, Mrs. Elton Newman (née
Manchester) of Ruthven, Ontario, Canada, which was written and posted from St. Thomas, Ontario,
Canada, on December 17, 1939.

Harry is stationed at Camp Borden, Ontario, and writes to describe his locale and travel plans.

EDITOR’S NOTE:

The editor has endeavored to provide the transcription below as an accurate depiction of the spelling,
misspelling, grammar and prose of the original artifact, so that original practice and then-common usage is
reflected in the transcription.

However, the editor has had to apply an extensive amount of judgement and interpretation of the content
of the original artifact. In the event, some marks on the original artifact may or may not be punctuation
marks; they may be the result of dirt or smudges in the original.

Reader discretion is advised.

Artifact ID Art-1939-12-17 Page 3 of 11



LETTER TO MRS. ELTON NEWMAN

This page intentionally blank.

Page 4 of 11



CONTENT TRANSCRIPTION

Dear Sister:

Just a few lines to let you know I am fine, I did one guard last night from midnight until 6:00 A.M. this
morning but didn’t intend a go on another one until tomorrow night at 6:00 PM. It really is tough
guarding. You are plowing in white clay up to your ankles all around the joint. This sure is a good place
for a barracks it is just like a mansion (inside) alongside of ours in Windsor.

Well say this I expect to be in Windsor Wed. night if nothing happens between now and then. I am not
allowed outside the building unless on duty or with a pass which I won’t be able to get until Tues nite, but
a kid in the Scottish that I know and one from the Air Force and I sneaked out this afternoon and over to
the power house & they showed me all through & then we came back through the tunnel. There are seven
miles of tunnels underneath the building running to different places and buildings which we are not
supposed to be in but the other boys found the entrance and use it to sneak out at nites, by going over to
the power house and out the door over there.

We’re about 1% miles from Hepburn’s farm and about three miles from St. Thomas which is easy to
thumb our way back in fourth with smart uniform. (tee hee)

There are about twenty of us Scottish down here now. I was the only private to come yesterday as there
were three officers which made almost a carload with all of our equipment.

Well I miss being with you sometime this weekend, but expect to be there for about four days over Xmas
next weekend.

Will we sure had a good time went on Wed. nite at the dance. Ruth was wishing she didn’t have to work
so late next Wed. so she could go with me again, but I don’t think I’ll be there myself. Well I guess I had
better close now and go to the canteen for some refreshments as it is 6.45 and then [ am going to bed early
and get a good nights sleep. Well say hello to everybody down there for me. Hope I see you all soon

Bye bye for now
I remain as ever

Harry

*#% End of Transcription ***
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ARTIFACT IMAGES
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LICENSE INFORMATION

This work is made available to the general public under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike
4.0 International license (CC BY-SA 4.0).

YOU ARE FREE TO:
Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format

Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially.

The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms.

UNDER THE FOLLOWING TERMS:

Attribution — You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes
were made. You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor
endorses you or your use.

ShareAlike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions
under the same license as the original.

No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally
restrict others from doing anything the license permits.

The license and its terms and conditions may be viewed at: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-
sa/4.0/legalcode
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