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Artifact Description 
Letter to Mrs. Elton Newman - May 7, 1940 

Artifact Properties 
1.  Artifact ID: Art-1940-05-07 

2.  Artifact Title: Letter to Mrs. Elton Newman 

3.  Artifact Type: Letter 

4.  Artifact Description: Personal Letter to Mrs. Elton Newman from H.W. 
Manchester. 

5.  Artifact Creation Date: 5/7/1940 

6.  Artifact Origination Locale: Windsor, Ontario, Canada 

7.  List of Components: 1 envelope; 2 physical sheets of paper; 4 logical pages 

8.  Artifact Image Reference: Art-1940-05-07-1.jpg; Art-1940-05-07-2.jpg; Art-1940-
05-07-3.jpg; Art-1940-05-07-4.jpg 

9.  Origination Address (for 
correspondence): 

None. 

10.  Destination Address (for 
correspondence): 

Mrs. Elton Newman, R.R. 2, Ruthven, Ontario 

11.  Origination Postmark (for 
correspondence): 

Windsor, Ontario, PM, May 7, 1940 

12.  Destination Postmark (for 
correspondence): 

Ruthven, Ontario, AM May 8, 1940 

13.  Content Reference: Onnellee; Elton; sick call; Pearl. 

14.  Categories Reference: Military operations 

15.  Editor’s Information/ 
Commentary: 

- None - 

16.  Document Title: Letter to Mrs. Elton Newman - May 7, 1940 

17.  Author: Harry William Manchester Descendant 

18.  Status: Published 

19.  Owner: Harry William Manchester Family 

20.  Project: H.W. Manchester WWII Correspondence 

21.  Publisher: Harry William Manchester Family 

22.  Publication Date: 1/12/2020 

23.  Version: 1. 0 
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Editor’s Description/Narrative 
 

This letter from Private (PVT) Harry William Manchester to his sister, Mrs. Elton Newman of Cottam, 

Ontario, Canada, was written and posted from Windsor, Ontario, Canada. 

Private Manchester completed its initial military training at Camp Borden, at Borden, Ontario, in the fall 

of 1939. It appears that subsequent to completing his initial military training, and beginning in the winter 

of 1940, he was stationed Windsor, Ontario.  

This is the second letter written to Mrs. Newman in the year 1940, each of which originated from 

Windsor, Ontario. In his letters during this period of time, Harry repeatedly discusses visiting his relations 

and his girlfriend, Onnellee Marguerite Reive, in the Cottam and Kingsville, Ontario areas. 
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Content Transcription 
 

 

Windsor Ontario 

Tues. noon. 

Dear Frances: 

I think I promised you a letter, so here it is. It sure is hot this last couple of days isn’t it. We are almost 

cooking with these heavy clothes and equipment on. 

We went on the scheme last night. We left barracks at seven, and by the time we marched out there, it was 

dark. Then we got in some time between eleven and twelve. Then I had a nice hot shower before I went to 

bed. 

Well Frank I didn’t tell you about last weekend. I couldn’t get a pass on account of going on sick parade 

Sat. morn. to get my leg bandaged. So I told the major I was going anyway. I expected to be doing a weeks 

C.B. and that is why I thought I couldn’t get down next weekend. However I got away with it. Onnellee 

wanted me to come in Sat. night and come down again on Sun. But I was stubborn and did as I told the 

major. I also told Elton about it on Sun. but I thought you would only want to have me back. 

Well I got a letter from Kingsville yesterday. One that was sent last week but I didn’t get it. I also got one 

from Pearl yesterday and I expect one from Onnellee today too. 

My lighter sure works good. I think it is a grand one for ten cents don’t you? 

Well all we hear now is arguments about moving They have shipped some stuff from the stores yesterday 

and they also inspected our eating utensils and water bottle yesterday. So I guess it’s getting closer all the 

time. 

Well Sis. I guess I’d better get ready for dinner or I’ll miss out on it. So I’ll say Bye-Bye until I see you 

again. 

I Remain As Ever 

Your Loving Brother 

Harry 

 

***   End of Transcription   *** 
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Artifact Images 
 

File name: www-Art-1940-05-07-1.jpg 
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License Information 
 

This work is made available to the general public under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 

4.0 International license (CC BY-SA 4.0). 

You are free to: 
Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format  

Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially.  

The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. 

Under the following terms: 
Attribution — You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes 

were made. You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor 

endorses you or your use.  

ShareAlike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions 

under the same license as the original.  

No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally 

restrict others from doing anything the license permits.  

 

The license and its terms and conditions may be viewed at: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-

sa/4.0/legalcode 
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